Drawing Ovcrlaps

Drawing overlaps comes up often whether we are drawing leaves
or flower Petals. What haPPcns with overlaps is that where the
objcct (lca1C or Petal) curve toward us (or awag), a “soft edge” is
created. ln other words we sec it as a Par’c of the Pctal but to
take that three dimensional form and make is two dimensional on

{ our paper we have to draw that curve as an edge, i.e.aline.

(When co]oring that “edge” itis important to rememberthatitis a
soft curve and should be shaded as such.)

Always follow the lines of what you are clrawing (closc one eye
to Hatten what you see if that hclps.) (se your Penci! to see
what direction the edges go. Draw what you see not what you know.

Practice drawing leaves twisting on your clrawing paper-
X Draw centervein o1C Ieaxc
% Draw the side of the leaf closest to you.
% Draw the other side of the leaf.
o Erase the extra lines and smooth out the “soft edge”
% Notice that you can make these leaves face the oPPosite way

clePendiﬂg on which side you erase.

Try clrawing or tracing the rose Peta] or acurving ribbon to get the /
géc!ing of how overlaps work. F]ag later with shac{ing these 5hapes.
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T he first step is to simply have a go"".‘Sarah Simblet, Potany for the Artist

Nina Antze
Drawing Nature



