Copg a Mastﬁr

One of the oldest and best proven ways to learn to
draw is to copy a master. Thc masters ’chcmsc]vcs,

Leonardo, Raphae], Michclangelo coPiecl the
Greeks and others.

We learn bg example. You are no’cjus’c imitating but
bui!ding up a skill set that you can then to aPP‘ﬂ to your own drawings. Copging forces one to slow down

and rea”g see what the artist saw.

Vincent Van (Gogh in a letter to his brother about Charles Bargue’s Drawing Course, said, “Careful
study and the constant and repeated copying of Pargue’s exercises have given me an insight into figure
drawing. [ have learned to measure and to see and look for the broad outlines, so that, thank (God, what
seemed utterly impossible to me before is gradually becoming possible now. [ no longer stand as helpless

before nature as / used to do..

% | eonardo (lowers above) did many botanical studies. [ is blackberries are in Sarah Simblet’s
Y
Botany for the artist. You can find more online if you (Google | eonardo da Vinci botanicals.
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% | ookin your books or online for artists you rea”y admire. | have a few children’s book illustrators
that ] love. ] used to copy Margucrite de Angcli’s drawings when l was young,
% You do not have to stick to botanicals | hink about subject matter you are interested in.
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] like to draw trees, so ] am looking at Kuskin’s trees and incent’s
2
trees.
X8 ]F ou want to practice color, there are so many great
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colorists. l love this leaf bg Jean I mmons, a botanical artist from
Washington state. Jean is famous for using a multitude of different
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colors in her work. Simplg woricing ona Portion of this leaf could be
so informative and fun! (See page 92 in Wenclg Ho”cncler’s

Botanical Drawing in Coloﬁcor a better color rendering)

“Start copging what you love. Copg, copy, copy. A’c the end of
the copy, you will find Hoursehc.” ...Yo}ji Yamamoto

©@Jean Emmons

Nina Antze
Drawing Nature



